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Summary

justice, democracy. The case study of the Mediterranean region analyses the 
internal and external reasons of its longstanding disorder. Open cooperative 

democratic.
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Résumé

naissent par manque d’ordre, de justice et de démocratie. L’étude du cas de 
la région  méditerranéenne analyse les raisons internes et externes de son dé-

construire un ordre juste qui n’est pas nécessairement démocratique.

Mots-clés : Autocratie, chaos, démocratie, Méditerranée, ordre, États.

Introduction
Order is reputed as one of the constituent elements of nature and 

mankind1

the supreme societal organization, can subsist in disorder. The legal re-

as a sovereign state, corresponds to declaring that this territory and its 
-

thority that can ensure the monopoly of the internal legal violence, i.e., 

L. TROIANI, La 
, 

Rome, L’Ornitorinco publish., 2023, p. 180-208.
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order. The international legal recognition refers to a “national order on 
de facto sovereign entity is approved as an inco-

ming legal member of the existing ordered community of states.

1. Order, Disorder, Chaos

been left as empty and void, but, at the same time, open and incomplete. 

principle applies to individuals, to states, and to the international 
 

Emptiness, preceding Creation and Time, before the imposition of Or-
 begot Erebus and Night (Nyx), 

 is the 
son of Cronos (the Time), and the brother of Ether2.

3

Void, the absence of form, darkness, time, light. We can identify 
so many common elements in paganism and monotheism in relation 

4, says a lot about the unsolvable enigma 
5.   In relation to this, hope arrives 

P.  GRIMAL, Dictionnaire de la mythologie grecque et 
romaine,  Paris,  Presses Universitaires de France,  1988.

3 Genesis 1, 1-5, excerpts.
4 Deep calls into deep…”,   42, 7.
5 In the Bible’s text, the phrase refers to moral chaos.
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6

When the Word appears, chaos retreats to the limits of the then “or-

-
ranean international relations. Without the Word, i.e. the rationality of 

neither chaos nor the abyss can be avoided. It should be noted that the 

the Word in force. At the same time its presence is comforting, because 

-
tions – family, religious community, and state – are based on the prin-
ciple of order and simultaneous elimination of chaos. They have en-

-

that violate temporarily natural and religious orders to be promptly res-
tored, being the systems rooted in order and freedom from chaos.

6 , John 1,1-5, excerpts.
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Chaos, and states behaviour
A state begins as a principle, an abstraction or dream, that is transfer-

-

it, and, in so doing, realize opposite dreams that serve opposite interests 

Even though order appears as the primary and essential source of se-

-
ties driven by nature (family, clan, small tribes) the process is organized 
and ruled by authority and consensus. In certain religious communities 

7; in other religious communities 
by pure charisma and/or superstitious terror. Religious morality and 
taboos are part of the historical construction and durability of religious/

-

imposition of order belongs to their architects and masters.

-
munity from the rest of the human family, aiming at shaping a distinct 

-

7 Reference to the Bible, Gospel, Koran.
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dictatorial, retain that, up to a certain extent, violence and aggressive-

exclusive. Inclusive in that it must be recognized and accepted by other 

vis-à-vis its constituency/the citizens.

partner, participating in the systemic order that an international com-
munity needs to survive. States are able to build order, disorder or 

-
pression of chaos reigning in economic, social, cultural structures at its 

-

the fall of Fascism, in a number of states members of Soviet Union after 

-

international system.

-

one has failed.

deduct that a number of members of the constituency legitimizing the 
8) demonstrate  

8 Together with the states, big businesses and big technological innovators, 
international organizations, religious groupings, Ngos, groups of insurgents, 
terrorist groups, etc. are actors of the international relations.
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contradictory behaviors and ideologies in suppressing chaos and esta-
blishing order.

prejudices, racism and gender; it also rejects aggressive foreign policy 
such as the race to arms and intimidation of other states and ethnic mi-

they contribute to raising chaos in international relations. This happens 
because the ideologies and interests of the state and national interest 
prevail over the international order. Nationalism is the biggest enemy 

to defend national interests9, even if that is achieved through the use of 

security is both a source of chaos and a quest for order. Problematically, 

be nothing more than a meager aspiration. The quasi-anarchical inter-

above assumption. Whereas the natural organizations are nurtured by 

-
munity is shaped in disorder, even though it is continuously to create the 
minimum of conditions to meet a universally agreed order.

-

According to the liberal theory, to limit any state’s claim to absolute 
-

ganization10. In the case of the Mediterranean region, the theory applies 

9 H. J. MORGENTHAU revised by K. W. THOMPSON,, 
 sixth edition, New York, Ed. Alfred Knopf, 1985, p. 

power, and the evidence of history bears that assumption out.”
10 K. N. WALTZ wrote in , New York, 

Columbia University Press, 1959, p. 96 : “In international matters, the absence of 
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to the inability of the Mediterranean states to bring order to the region. 
-
-

-

did not bring stability and peaceful conditions to the region. Instead, the 
last decades, in terms of politics and security, have been characterized 
by chaos in certain situations, and disorder in others. At the same time, 

-

Arab springs11

and other movements, reputed as terrorists by many international ins-
titutions and leaders. Lastly, realism inspired the Israeli action against 
Hamas and Hezbollah, carried on after the October, 2023 slaughter12.

the absence of a serious International system contribution to its stabili-
zation. Moreover, local and international non-state armed forces ope-

region looks like one of the most obstinate and supreme example of di-

3. Space and Geopolitics

archetype of a constitutive legal process, externally (in relation to other 
populations) and internally (for the ordering of land and property  

an ultimate political authority need pose only a minimum of problems. The problems 
posed are nevertheless important. Just as, with Hobbes, the liberals accept the 
state as performing necessary functions, so with Treitschke, they accept war as the 
ultimate means of settling disputes among states. War in international relations is 
the analogue of the state in domestic politics”.

11
to Egypt, Yemen, Syria, Libya and Bahrain. The second was a series of anti-
government protests in several Arab countries from late 2018 onwards.

12 On October 7th, 2023, Hamas with other Palestinian groups had a coordinated 
armed incursions into the Gaza Envelope of southern Israel.
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comprehensive meaning of the expression radical title13.

nomos, or the or-
-

thout substance or principle could be freely assigned and ruled, that 

nomos14, refer-

survived on the material resources they found and produced, thereby 

in that particular space. Over the centuries, as tribes and clans evolved 
into states, nomos came to signify the possession of a piece of land; then 

resources.

-

15 
or kenophobia. It both fears and rejects empty space. International system 

-

13 C. SCHMITT,  , Milan, Ed. Adelphi,  1991, p. 25-26.
14 This is not the only destiny the term nomos may assume. In ancient Greece the 

of common, what in English culture can be resumed as the radical title. As an effect 
it was later associated with making the norm, the law. The debate touching our 
argument arises on the different methods of “measuring” the land, on the differences 
historically experienced in acquiring lands.

15 The expression comes from the Aristotelian doctrine on the non existence of the 

In classical Latin texts: “natura abhorret a vacuo”.
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nor ethically nurtured. In most cases it appears generated and melted 

instinctive search of expansion.

-

limes16

subjugated and ordered – space had to be conquered and ordered.

It is a shared opinion that conquering and organizing space have 
been common practice of humankind and, consequently, of any organi-
zation in history. This is highly disputable. The excellent nomadic Mon-

and then moving to another space. When the cherished Khan Ogoday 

-

they had not organized any semblance of a state.

can be said for their enemies in the Mediterranean, the Carthaginians. 

-
tions. If the dominoes are to fall neatly in place, there must be no space 

16 It is an ancient Latin word, meaning “boundary”. Limes shares two qualities. It is 

conquests. Consequently Limes is at the same time mobile and a sacred symbol of 
stability and inviolability. Nomadic populations, based on tribal organization have a 
different notion and perception of limes. The example of Mongols showed how far 
that difference may go.
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17 containment theory and 
-

tion that space and territories must be controlled and kept in order if 
-

-
18.

4. The case of the Mediterranean

geography they experience. For millennia, the Mediterranean basin 

factors contributed to this. The Mediterranean basin is the cradle of ma-

became the favoured maritime path from Asia and Africa to Europe’s 

Asia.

-

states, recognized and supported by populations. The sole relevant ex-
ception of France is located in the northern shore and, up to a certain 

17 George Kennan was working at the State Department when, in 1947, in response to 
the aggressive policy of Soviet Union against Greece and Turkey, urged to contain 
Soviet power by counterforce.

18 The reference to Kennan gives opportunity to criticize American use of force to 
impose order on world affairs, during the recent decades. With very few exceptions, 
America has initiated wars to foster order and, instead of order, it has left disorder 
in the countries where it intervened. In this respect, the examples of Iraq and 
Afghanistan are eloquent enough. The roots of the two crises were different 
in nature, and different were the reasons for the American attack. In both cases 
America contributed to the disorder increase in terms of security, economic growth, 
social conditions, regional insecurity.
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Despite the French historian Fernand Braudel’s19 assertion that po-
pulations around the Mediterranean Sea share a common culture and 

and economic injustices, a lack of democracy and fundamental free-

instability and crises.

-
lances, and separatism in Catalonia and in the Basque territories. It is 

-

invasion of Cyprus by the regime of the colonels, is surviving a long and 

Turkey’s limited democracy is under internal and external constraints, 

On the southern shore, the situation remains disheartening. After 

Tunisia has reverted to authoritarian rule20

to erect barriers against its Saharan citizens rather than seek a constitu-
tional resolution to their grievances. For many years, Algeria has been 

by the National Liberation Front movement.

19 F. BRAUDEL,  .  , in Civiltà 
, Turin, Ed. Einaudi, 1986, p. 2.

20 President Kais Saied regime is scarcely approved by Tunisian people. At 
Parliamentary election in 2022 the turnout was 11.2%. At October, 2024, Presidential 
election, 27.7%.
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over the population, looks determined against the Islamic Brotherhood 

Israelis and Palestinians are far from resolving their perpetual 

level of destruction. At the same time, Iran became a fundamental re-

(Hamas) and northern (Hezbollah) borders of Israel. 

Syria has been broken and fractured by a ferocious and bloody civi-

support to the ferocious and repressive regime of Bashir al-Assad. No 
serious forecast can be proposed on the nature of the political and reli-

-

Ministry21

-

already left its base at Tartus on the Syrian coast.

-
-

sia’s military airbase at Hemeimeem, to the south of the city of Latakia, and 
the base at the port at Tartus have served as a logistics hub in Libya for Rus-

longer route. The active role of Turkey in the Syrian theater may result 

-

-
ropean Union. Slovenia and Croatia have since become members of the 
EU. Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia, 
and Serbia are currently candidates for EU membership. Kosovo and 

21 NURBANU TANRIKULU KIZIL, Russia to completely leave bases in Syria after 
Daily Sabbah,13 December, 2024. Available at https://www.

dailysabah.com/world/syrian-crisis/russia-to-completely-leave-bas-in-syria-after-
assads-ouster.
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Beside the social political and military unrest in the last thirty years, 

migrations, ethnic and religious internal discrimination and strife, as 

5. How to Establish the Mediterranean Order

summer tourist season22 -
-

-

-

-
ket for 500 million local consumers.

order in this strategic area, giving for granted that the practice of soft 
23

has been unable to bring order to the Mediterranean Middle East, as 

22 The total population of the countries bordering the Mediterranean is over 
530 million: about 205 million on the northern shore and more than 325 on the 
southern and eastern shores. In 2050 it will reach 611 million: one third will live on 
the northern shore, and two thirds on the southern and eastern shores. Source: 
European Institute of the Mediterranean, IEMed, available at https://www.iemed.
org/publication/demographic-challenges-in-the-mediterranean/#_ftn4.

23
spreading political and humanitarian diplomacy. Often used in contrast with hard 
power, i.e. brutal force use of a state against another state. The origin of the 
expression can be found in a 1990 writing of Harvard’ professor Joseph  Nye. In 
2004 appears Nye’s book , 
Public Affairs. Soft power is the ability to get what we want by attracting others rather 
than by threatening or paying them. It is based on our culture, our political ideals and 
our policies. See J. S. NYE, , International Herald 
Tribune, 19 May, 2004.
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exists.  Additionally, the involvement of external factors in the region 

supply of armaments to local allies perpetuates the arms race, thereby 
24.

-
lations25

on the ground is replaced by drones and other machines. We also reco-
-

ternational crises26

24 In Middle East case, the reasoning may apply to the involvement of Iran, Russia, 
USA, UK. The recent activism of China in the Mediterranean may provoke an 
additional element of disorder.

25
Ukraine are experiencing. See also the answer given, in October 2024 by 45 
countries, to Gallup global polls covering around half of the world population. One 

a third would not, and 14% are not sure. In general, there are fewer people willing 

records 77%, the Middle East 73%, India 76%. To the question raised by Gallup «If 

country?», «No» is answered by 2% in Armenia and Saudi Arabia, 8% in Saudi 
Arabia, 20% in Russia, 34% in USA, 50% in UK, 53% in Spain, 57% in Germany, 
62% in Austria, 78% in Italy. Available at https://gallup.com.pk/wp/wp-content/
uploads/2024/0 3/GIA-PR-3-V2-1.pdf.

26 In La diplomazia dell’arroganza, wars are provocatively analysed as an “obsolete” 
and useless tool of international relations. See L. TROIANI, La diplomazia 

, Rome,  
L’Ornitorinco edizioni, 2023,  p. 465-475.
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-

Turkey Morocco Tunisia and the Palestinian Authority, the limits of 

We may also recall the failures of the European Communities and the 
European Union’ Mediterranean Dialogue, intended to build a shared 

as the Barcelona process 1995, resulted in the intergovernmental Union 

to regional stability, human development and regional economic inte-

Southern governments.

While searching for a model able to provide solutions for the present 
-

rated the present disorder.

lack of political democracy in most of the southern countries, and 
consequently a lack of social control and political consensus among 
the population;

among populations and a strong ground for insurgency and unrest;

migration and marginal activities, a fertile greenhouse for recruiting 
Islamist terrorists;
religious-political fanaticism in many southern countries.
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Islam, becoming, in fact, a confrontation among states belonging to 

27 for leadership in the 

interference (the involvement of the Shiite Iran and Sunnite Turkey in 
Syria, respectively in favour and against Assad, provided a teaching 
example);

deprived of his multimillennial hearth and forced to survive as 

listed above, and resulting in horrible slaughters, like those recorded, 

territories;

Iraq, Syria and Libya.

Both internal and external factors have created the Mediterranean 

demographic southern pressure through uncontrolled and excessive 
numbers of emigrants and refugees trying to reach Europe;

possible;
Islamist terrorist actions and psychological threat on Israel and 
European Countries;

 

27 Before the agreement reached thanks to the intermediation of China in 2023. On 

restoring their diplomatic relations, reactivating the 2001 Security cooperation 
agreement. Iraq and Oman actively endorsed the Chinese diplomatic action.
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countries (Egypt and Tunisia above all);

Africa. The EU contributes to about 80 percent of Morocco’s and 
Tunisia’s external trade, and more than 50 percent to Egypt’s foreign 
trade.

6. EU and US: the past and the steps ahead

28, and assuming the 
role of sole guarantor of security and political evolution, made fun-
damental mistakes in regional crisis management. It did not act as an 

de 
facto tolerating Israel’s risky strategies since the assassination of Prime 

-

29, and president 

From the 1958 intervention in Lebanon to the 2003 invasion of Iraq, 
the US opened Pandora’s box and failed to properly close it, leaving 

Europeans, particularly through their overarching institution, the EU, 

of the Six, established by the Treaties of Rome in 1957, approached the 
-

ver, the post-colonial era that emerged in the 1970s necessitated a revalua-
tion of this approach, leading to the initiation of the Euro-Mediterranean 

28 It may be assumed that the matter is resolved, after the Suez Canal crisis of 1956, 

29 On December 23rd, 2016, less than one month before the expiration of his 
presidency, Obama culminated years of diplomatic harsh confrontation with Israel 
government of Benjamin Netanyahu, abstaining at the UN Security Council, on a 
vote demanding an end to Israeli settlements on Palestinian territory. Immediately 

“Arab zone” of the town. The approach of Donald Trump to Israel and its Prime 
Minister will be totally different.
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seemed to have a chance for success30

Prime Minister Rabin in Tel Aviv, the peace process disintegrated, and the 
subsequent developments in the situation escalated into terrorism and 

Currently, the Mediterranean Countries are no more the target of a 

and causing obstacles to the EU High Representative of Foreign Policy 

State, IS. Last but not least, as already noted, the lack of crisis manage-

of Russia31 and China.

This is neither in the interest of the European and American regional 

above approaches are able to create conditions for order and security at 

32

to the industrialized markets.

30 Following the agreement reached in Oslo in August 1993 after seven months of 
secret negotiations, on September 13th, 1993, in Washington, D.C., Israel and PLO 
signed the common The establishment of the Palestinian 

diplomatic relations between Israel and Holy See. Soon “Power Politics” destroyed 
the work done by the Social Democratic Scandinavian democracies to establish 
trust among the parties, letting them extend an olive branch across a half century 
of anger and hatred in the Middle East. “Business as usual” was promptly back in 
that region: stabbing Intifada erupted, walls were built to make secure Israel, and in 
both camps, political extremism and religious fanaticism enlarged consensus and 
support. Rational and lay forces were defeated.

31 From 2014 Crimea has been declared by Moscow as a territory of the Russian 
Federation. We have seen the recent developments in Syria. Russia keeps its 

government of Tripoli.
32

needs of the Asian big vessels on route to the North.
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1) it has to be inclusive (populations, legitimate governments and 

2) it must satisfy the legitimate interests of populations still 

3) it must be guaranteed in economic and social terms by the 

Free Trade Area, designed by the Barcelona Process;
4) 

and the UN.

-
ty in a Mediterranean order. At the same time, the EU looks unable to 

Peace laureate (2012).

EU role. More than half of the Southern Mediterranean trade happens 

in the area are also coming from EU countries. EU institutions donate 
and lend a yearly average over € Bn 3 to the Mediterranean southern 
countries33. EU is the preferred landing place of the emigrants and re-
fugees escaping from the south.

very nature of the Mediterranean crisis and the need to restore a lasting 

-

Beijing, and the Holy See in Rome), to research the conditions for achie-
ving this.

33 On 12 February, 2024, almost € M 470 of EU humanitarian funding was allocated 
in the Middle East and North Africa to help satisfying the humanitarian needs in 
Gaza and the Palestinian civilian population, as well as the ongoing crisis in Syria, 
Lebanon, Yemen and neighbouring countries. It was about ¼ of the total initial 
humanitarian aid of € Bn 1.8 for 2024. Available at https://ec.europa.eu/commission/
presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_678.
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7. The proposed Model

Mediterranean. The theory does not imply that the frame for such crisis 

If the priority is order and security for everyone and all, immediate 
democracy cannot be the priority. During the Cold War, the contain-

-
-
-

tions are right?

-
lantic Chart and the United Nations, and appreciating the Beveridge 
Report34

politics, and he opted for a realistic approach to idealism.

Such realistic approach certainly implies a consideration of national 
-
-

cal (a stable alliance and order). On a possible scale of priority, national 

term or long term.

concur that peace and cooperation are most vital to the national inte-

Turkish borders to the previous USSR central Asia republics.

34 On August 14th, 1941, Roosevelt and Churchill met on a ship, near the Canadian 

security and solidarity which had to inspire the post-war era. On behalf of British 
Government, William Beveridge (1879-1963) wrote, between 1941 and 1942, a 
report on welfare which circulated during the war among soldiers and governments 
of different countries, becoming the reference for many post-war welfare oriented 
social reforms in Western countries.
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in Tunisia and Algeria, Italy in Libya, and, during certain periods, 

Malta in the West, and Cyprus and Palestine in the East, also exercising 

The system excluded native populations from participating in any 
political or economic model established by the colonizing country. After 

-

the Islamists’ successes at the election polls. In supporting the inclusive 

pillars of the Arab-Islamic societies in the Mediterranean.

An anecdote derived from the Claire Denis’ ten minute movie Vers 
Nancy35

-

homogeneity and self-perceived identity. They move to the meaning the 
-

the normality of life. Every human, each person is a result of thousands 

 
We may add that life itself comes from a biological intrusion, that love 

35 C. Denis, Vers Nancy, with Michel  Subor, Grégoire  Colin, Katia  Golubeva, France, 

vers-nancy-2008-11.
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-
-

dency of nature and life.

In the colonial times Europeans intruded the Mediterranean Souther-

-
litant Islam, the immigrants and the refugees intrude the European coun-
tries. The challenge may be either part of the inclusive approach here pro-
posed, or it may constitute something to be fought, to be avoided. We 

Southern bordering countries have none of the above enlisted precondi-
tions for developing an ordered and just society, and disorder, injustice 

For the US, prioritizing the revitalization of the transatlantic alliance 
and adopting an inclusive approach to governance is essential. The US 
must recognize the critical need for international cooperation in ma-
naging global and regional challenges and propose a viable model for 
such governance. This is particularly pertinent in the Mediterranean re-

fact that must be addressed, though it should not hinder the inclusive 

-
tutions, and their inclusion can generate the participation of subjects 
usually perceived as rivals, including Iran. The success of this strategy 

-
vable through robust transatlantic solidarity in both intent and practice.

The aim is to establish an inclusive security governance architecture 
to give the region order, security and the conditions for living and 

-
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cooperative regionalism, an architectural approach that can stabilize the 
Mediterranean, much as it has in Western Europe for the past seventy 

Conclusions
For Americans, the alternative to the inclusive open regionalism ap-

proach is seen in experiences such as the inconclusive military inter-
ventions in Afghanistan and Iraq. For Europeans, it lies in the failure of 

-
thern borders.

in inclusive open regionalism. Political fragmentation and rifts have to 
be reduced and state administration restored, if stabilization in the Me-

clear

reconstruction of the countries they contributed to destroy. At this res-

is going to be.

The system of regional inclusive governance should be supported by 

included in this process.

-
ration, like the breakup of Yugoslavia and the subsequent state-build-

The proposed model of inclusive open regionalism aims to harness such 

peaceful future in both domestic and foreign policies. The path taken by 

serves as a compelling precedent for any nation seeking to rejuvenate 
-

solution seems available to address the current disorder.


